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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) [¥he] A network system as rooitod in olaim I, including a 
server device and terminal devices connected to the sever device via a network, wherein: 

said server device comprises: 
input information receiving means for receiving predetermined input info rmation sent from the 
terminal devices via the network; 

count means for counting in accordance with input information that said input . 
\ information receiving means receives: 

A sai4 infonnation providing means includes voioo providing moans for providing voic e 

data correoponding to information in accordance with t he value counted by said count means; 

voice information providing means for providing voice infonnation in accordance with 
the value that the counting means counts: and 

sending means for sending information that the infonnation providing means provides, 
and voice infonnation that the voice information providing means provides, via said network to 
the terminal devices: wherein 

said terminal devices comprise: 

input means for inputting said predetermined input information: 

input information send in g means for sending input information inpu t bv said input means 
via the network, and controlling the input information receiving means of said server device to 



mean* fnr receiving information sent from the sending means of the server device via the 
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network, and voice information; and 

s aid output means includ e s voic e output means for outputting a voico corr e sponding to tfao voico 
data which is provid e d by said voice? providing means and oont by said sending moans and th e n 



3 . (Currently Amended) TheA network system as r e cit e d in claim 1, including a 
server device, and terminal devices connected to the sever device via a network, wherein[[:]] said 
terminal devices connected to said server device are divided into groups^ [[;]] and 

said server device comprises: 



input information receiving means for receiving predetermined input information sent 
from the terminal devices via the network; 

s aid count moans io ono counting means for counting for every group o £s aid t e rminal dovioo s; 
aad. in accordance with input information that said input information receiving means receives: 

said information providing means provid es said terminol dovic e o with various for 
providing information which differ from each group of said t e rminals, in accordance with a 
counted result for every group as counted by said count means; 

sending means for sending information that the information providing means provides, to 
the terminal devices, via said network: wherein 

said terminal devices comprise: 

input means for inputting said predetermined input information: 

input inforniaiion sending means for sending input information input bv said input means 
via the network, and controlling the input information receiving means of said server device to 



rocoived by said r e c e iving means information and voice information that the rec e iving means 



receives. 
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receive; 

means for receivi ng information sent from the sending means of the server de vice via the 
network, and voice information: and 

output means for outputting information and voice information that the receiving means 
receives , 

4, (Currently Amended) A network system including a server device and terminal 
devices connected to said server device through a network, wherein: 

said server device includes a memory, for storing a program, a processor for executing the 
program, and a first communications device for sending and receiving information to and from 
said terminal devices, 

the first communications device receiving predetermined input information sent from 
said terminal devices through the network, 

the processor counting in accordance with the input information received by the first 
communications device, 

the processor generating information and voice information c orresponding to the 
counted value, and 

said server device sending the generated information and voice information t o said 
terminal devices from the first communications device through the network; 
each of said terminal devices 

includes a memory for storing a program, a processor for executing the program, an 
input device for inputting information, an output device for outputting information, and a second 
communications device for sending and receiving to and from said server devices, 

4 
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inputs the predetermined input information through the input device, 

sends the input information input from the input device to the second 
communications device from the second communications device through the network, 

the second communications device receiving the information and voice information 
from the communications device of said server device through the network, and 

each of said terminal deices outputting the information and voice information 
received by the second communications from the output device. 

5. (Currently Amended) An information server system which serves participants of a 
network service with information through a network, comprising: 

accepting means for accepting predetermined information sent from the participants of the 
network service through the network; 

count means for counting in accordance with the predetermined information which said 
accepting means has accepted; and 

information providing means for providing information innlnriinp; voice information 
corresponding to a value counted by said count means to the participants of the network service 
through the network, 

6, (Currently Amended) A method for serving information, in a network system 
including a server device and terminal devices connected to each other through a network, from 
said server device to said terminal devices, said method comprising: 

an inputting step of inputting predetermined input information from said terminal devices; 
an input information sending step of sending the input information input in said inputting 
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step from said terminal devices to said server device through the network; 

a counting step of counting according to the input information which is sent in said input 
information sending step and received by said server device; 

an information providing step, as performed by said server device, providing information 
corresponding to a value counted in said counting step; 

a voice information providing step of the server device providing v oice information in 
accordance with the value counted in the count step: 

a sending step of sending the information provided in said information providing step and 
voice information provided in said voice information providing step, t o said terminal devices 
from said server device through the network; and 
\ an outputting step of outputting from said terminal devices the information and voice 

information s ent in said sending step and received by said terminal device. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for providing information to participants of a 
network service through a network, said method including 

providing the participants of the network service through the network with information 
including voice information c orresponding to a value counted in accordance with predetermined 
information sent from the participants of the network service through the network. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) Th e s e rv e r d o vic o as r e cit e d in claim 8, whoroin Gaid 
information providing m e ans includ es 
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A server device which is connected to terminal devices through a network, comprising: 



the terminal device through said network; 

counting means for counting in accordance with input information received bv the input 
information receiving means: 

information providing means for providing information in accordance with a value counted 
by the counting means: 

voice providing means for providing voice information according to the value counted by 
said counting mean s: and 

sending means for sending information provided bv the information providing means and 
voice information provided bv the voice information providing means to the terminal device 



10. (Original) The server device of claim 9, wherein said voice providing means provide 
voice information having a modified voice representation which is output in accordance with the 
value counted by said counting means. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The server device as recited in claim [[8]]9, wherein: 
tho predet e rmin e d input information is information roproconting logging in/out of said 

t e rminal dovices to/from th e information provid e d by said information providing means; and 

suid counting m e ans oounto up whon tho input information roprosonto tho logging in of s aid 
t e rminal dovicoG, and oounto down whon the input information r e pr e sents tho logging out of said 
touninal doviooo. 



input information receiving means for receiving predetermined input in formalionsent from 



through the network . 
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said counline means includes any of (O means for counti ng for every group. number_o_f 
items of input information that the input information recei ving means receives. (2) means for 
counting number of log-in people to the net work system at t hat time, for every group, in 
accordance with input information that the input information receivin g means receives, or (3) 
means for counting up for every group, when said input information is inform ation indicating 
log-in to the server device, and counting down for every group, when informatio n indicates log- 
out 

12. (Currently Amended) The server device as recited in claim [[8]]9, wherein: 
the predetermined input information is information and voice information, which is input 
\ from said terminal devices, as regards contents of the information provided by said information 




providing means; and 



said counting means counts in accordance with the input information which i$ received by 
said input information receiving means at a predetermined interval. 

13. (Currently Amended) The server device as recited in claim 12, wherein: 
the predetermined input information includes various types of the contents of the 

information and voice information provided by said infomiation providing means; and 

said counting means is means for counting for every type of the contents of the input 
information. 

14. (Currently Amended) Thn aorvor d e vic e as rocitod in olaim 8 A server device 
connected to terminal device through a network, wherein: 

8 

WDC99 87 1309- 1 .059684.00 1 2 



PAGE 1 0/22 • RCVD AT 1/27/2004 3:48:32 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:804 553 1 931 • DURATION (mm-ss):09-08 



01/27/04 15:49 ®804 553 1931 M W & E ^ @011 

09/666,086 

said terminal devices connected to said server device through the network are divided into 
groups; 

said counting means counts for ovory group of said terminalo; and 

said information providing moans providos said t e rminal d e vices with variouG information 
which differ from oaoh group of said terminals, in accordanc e with a counted result for e ae k 
group as counted by said counting moans. 

and wherein the server device comprises: 

input information receiving means for receiving predetermin ed input information sent 
from the terminal device through the network; 

counting means for counting for every group of terminal devices, in accordance with 
input information received by input information receiving means; 

information providing means for providing said terminal devices with information which 
differ from each group of said terminal, in accordance with a counted result for every group as 
counted bv said counting means. 

15. (Original) The server device as recited in claim 14, further comprising user 
information registration means for registering information regarding users of said terminal 
devices which are connected to said server device through the network, and 

wherein said terminal devices connected to said server device through the network are 
divided into groups in accordance with the information registered by said user information 
registration means, and 

said counting means refers to the user information registration means based on the input 
information received by said input information receiving means, and counts for each group of 
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said terminal devices. 



m n e 



@012 



16. (Currently Amended) A -^ orvor dovioo which is connected to tonninal d e vic e s 
through a network and includ e o a momory for storing a program, ci processor for e xecuting tho 
program and a communications d e vic e for sending and r e c e iving information to and from oaid 
tu i minal devices, wher e in: 

th o communications devic e r e c e ivoa predotormined input information sont from oaid 
terminal - d e vic e s through th e n e twork; 

tho proo e soor counts m aooordanc e with tho input information rocoivod by th e 
Gommunioationo d eviee? 

tho proc e ssor genoratos information in acco rdn no o wit h a valu e countod by tho proooooor, 

tho oommunioationp d e vic e s e ndo tho gonorat e d information to said terminal d e vic e s 
through th e n e tworte 

The server device as recited in claim 14, wherein said counting means includes any of (D 
means for counting for every group, number of items of input information thai the input 
information receiving means receives. (2^ means for counting number of log-in peo ple to the net 
work system at that time for every group, in accordance with input information that the input 
information receiving means receives, or (3) means for counting up fo r every group, when said 
input information is information indicating log-in to the server device, an d counting down for 
every group, when information indicates log-ouL 
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17. (Currently Amended) Thu sorvor dovic e as rooitod in olaim 16, whoroin tho 
information g e noratod by tho prooosGor includ e s voico information corrooponding to tho counted 
valu e . 

A server device which can communicate with terminal devices thro ugh a network. 
including a memory for storinfl a program, a processor for exe cuting the program, and a 
communications device for sending and receiving information to and from said terminal devices, 
wherein; 

said communications device receiving predetermined input information sent from the 
terminal devices through the network; 

said processor counting in accordance with input information received by the 
communications device; 

said processor generating information including voice information corresponding to the 
counted value; and sending the generated information from the communications terminal to the 
terminal devices through the network, 

18. (Currently Amended) The server device as recited in claim +617, wherein: 

the predetermined input information is information which is input, in said terminal devices, 

as regards contents of the information generated by the processor and sent from the 

communications device; and 

the processor counts in accordance with the input information received by the 

communications device at a predetermined interval. 
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19. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium which records a 
program making a computer device which is connected to terminal devices through a network 
function as: 

input information receiving means for receiving predetermined input information sent from 
said terminal devices through the network; 

counting means for counting in accordance with the input information received by said 
input information receiving means; 

information providing means for providing information in accordance with a value counted 
by said counting means; ae4 

yniftft information providing means for providing voice information in accord ance with a 
value counted by said counting means: and 

sending means for sending the information provided by said information providing means 
and voice information providing means to said terminal devices through the network. 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave and sent 
through a communications path, said signal making a computer device which is connected to a 
plurality of terminal devices through a network to function as a computer device c onnected to 
terminal devices through a network as : 

input information receiving means for receiving predetermined input information sent from 
said terminal devices through said network; 

counting means for counting in accordance with the input information received by said 
input information receiving means; 

information providing means for providing information in accordance with a value counted 

12 
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by said counting means; and 

voice information providing means for providing voice information in accordance with a 
value counted by said counting means: and 

sending means for sending the information provided by said information providing means 
and voice information providing means t o the terminal devices through the network. 

21. (New) A server device which can communicate with terminal devices through a 
network, the server device including a memory for storing a program, a processor for executing 
the program* and a communications device for sending and receiving information to and from 
said terminal devices, 




the communications device receiving predetermined input information sent from said 
terminal devices that arc divided into groups beforehand, through the network, 



the processor counting for every group, in accordance with the input information received 
by the communications device, 

the processor generating for every group, information including voice information 
corresponding to the counted value, and 

said server device sending the generated information to said terminal devices from the 
communications device through the network. 

22. (New) The server device as recited in claim 21, wherein said processor includes 
any of (1) means for counting number of items of input information that the first 
communications device receives, (2) means for counting for every group, number of log-in 
people to the net work system at that time, in accordance with input information that the first 

13 
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communications device receives, or (3) means for counting up for every group, wlien said input 
information received by the fist communications device is information indicating log-in to the 
server device, and counting down for every group, when information indicates log-out, 

23. (New) A computer readable recording medium which records a program wherein 
the program makes a computer device which is communicatable with terminal devices the 

network to function as: 

input information receiving means for receiving predetermined input information sent 
from said terminal devices, which arc divided into groups beforehand, through the network; 

counting means for counting for every group, in accordance with the input information 
received by said input information receiving means; 

information providing means for providing information in accordance with a value 
counted by said counting means; and 

sending means for sending the information provided by said information providing means 
to said terminal devices through the network. 

24. (New) A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave and sent through a 
communications path* said signal making a computer which is connected to a plurality of 
terminal devices through a network to function as: 

input information receiving means for receiving predetermined input information sent 
from said terminal devices which are divided into groups beforehand, through the network; 

counting means for counting for every group, in accordance with the input information 
received by said input information receiving means; 
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information providing means for providing information in accordance with a value 
counted by said counting means; and 

sending means for sending the information provided by said information providing means 
lo said terminal devices through the network. , 

25. (New) The network system as recited in claim 3, wherein said counting means 
includes any of (1 ) means for counting number of items of input information that the input 
information receiving means receives for every group, (2) means for counting for every group, 
number of log-in people lo the net work system at that time, in accordance with input 
information that the input information receiving means receives, or (3) means for counting up for 

^\ every group, when said input information received by the input information receiving means is 

information indicating log-in to the server device, and counting down for every group, when 
information indicates log-out. 

26. (New) The network system as recited in claim 4, wherein the processor includes 
any of (1) means for counting number of items of input information that the first 
communications device receives, (2) means for counting for every group, number of log-in 
people to the net work system at that time, in accordance with input information that the first 
communications device receives, or (3) means for counting up for every group, when said input 
information received by the fist communications device is information indicating log-in to the 
server device, and counting down for every group, when information indicates log-out. 

27. (New) The information providing system as recited in claim 5, wherein said 
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counting means includes any of (1) means for counting number of items of input information that 
the input information receiving means receives, (2) means for counting number of log-in people 
to the net work system at that time, in accordance with input information that the input 
information receiving means receives, or (3) means for counting up when said input information 
received by the input information receiving means is information indicating log-in to the server 
device, and counting down when information indicates log-out. 

28. (New) An information server system which serves participants of a network 
service with information through a network, comprising: 

accepting means for accepting predetermined information sent from the participants in a 
plurality of groups, of the network service through the network; 

counting means for counting for every group, in accordance with the predetermined 
information said accepting means has accepted; and 

information providing means for providing information for every group, corresponding to 
a value counted by said counting means for every group, to the participants of the network 
service through the network. 

29. (New) A method for providing information to participants of a network service 
through a network, said method including 

providing the participants of the network service, who are divided into groups, through 
the network with information corresponding to a value counted for every group, in accordance 
with predetermined information sent from the participants of the network service through the 
network. 
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30. (New) The network system as recited in claim 2, wherein said counting means 
includes any of (1) means for counting number of items of input information that the input 
information receiving means receives, (2) means for counting number of log-in people to the net 
^ work system at that time, in accordance with input information that the input information 

receiving means receives, or (3) means for counting up when said input information is 
information indicating log-in to the server device, and counting down when information 
indicates log-out. 
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